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Councils will be given powers to crack down on cut-price deals

NEW WAR ON
CHEAP ALCOHOL

By Sean Poulter o — —_—
and James Chapman / A | Now osbome
LOCAL authorities will be e 0N 7} plm i
given powers to crack down The sec ret b Ll _ losmp
on cheap alcohol as experts SVAN . S L |
warn young people are get- : . 8 o
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ting drunk for a few pence. e Sl i Y 8" i % s
A major report today lays bare the el e ﬂom age e
easy availability of cut-price booze that ki (S F o S i o

is wrecking the nation’s health and

fuelling violence and anti-social e B = - = Political Editor ]
behaviour. . = R il i ' : :

Expeérts found strong eider can be bought el e AN 3 GEORGE OSBORNE will axe child
for as little as 10p per unit, while lager is on RS y benefit for over-16s, w
gale at just 26p a pint. - &= mE- million familles worse off, Coal

Ministers want to allow councils to block tion sources sl o
aleohol offers at supermarkets and off '
licences If they are dramatically undercut-

cellor squeezes Britaln's bioated

& n
ting prices charged at pubs. ,
The Coalition aims to rip up competition
law and tell supermarkets to reach agree-
ment on a ban on ‘bargain basement’

/ F MPs, the move will come as the Chan-

He mmﬂﬂ frazen child benedit
drink deals. for three years and prompted fle
The big four supermarkets - Tesco, Asda, COMtroversy cing it will be
Eah‘ml‘il.turjﬂg nEJmI".j M:;Jﬂrrlsgnsﬂ— say they will scrapped for - rate
support e 5 to end cut-price promotions. from 2013, raksing more than
Da;rth::_cﬂmerm}hasxélre v]n]:-]IEeﬂ hi!lﬂ?.“ - llonayear R
port for stopping stores selling what he ¥ :
described as ‘20 t%ns of Stella for a fiver’, m mmﬁ“{ﬂm
Several shops use alcohol as a ‘loss- from 18 to 16 would ralse more
leader’, selling at a Joss to encourage shop- £2blilion extra, el
pers into the store to buy other products. As 351 m mclud-
Mr Cameron is backing plans by ten Ing Marks & cer chalrman Sir
councils in the North West to create a by- Sﬁl.llﬂ fose W ki
law making it illegal to sell alcohol for less . Mm mﬁ“‘” e e
than 50p a unit. ‘1 think the idea of the Mr :
councils coming together on this Is a good v mm Osbome insisted
one and we will certainly look at it very i bl ﬂfﬂw =
sympathetically,’ he said. ents & lon defic
Giving councils such powers is likely : programme, which will
to reqguire a change in the law, because cur- ‘mean four years of austerity.
rent competition regulations do not allow : <~ B | He deciared: 'We have to see this
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TTING collar bones,

twiglet legs and razor-sharp
cheek bones. It wasn't so
long ago that these were
unenviable signs that a
woman had lost too much
welght or, worse, was suffering from
an e disorder.

Now, however, it's hard to think of &
female eelebrity who ian't that thin — not
Just models and actresses, but pews-
repders and children’s TV presenters. 8o
much so that women and children not
only view skeletal frames as normal, but as
something they wish to emulate.

There has been an 80 per eent rige in
hospltalised with
anorexia in the ten years. And body
digsatisfaction 18 affecting younger and
yvoungér chily en. Im a recent study

ubluhed in the British Journal of

L opmental Psychology, aimost half of
the three to six-vear-old

young girls beln

surveyed

said the:.r worried about fat,
Yet any serious correlation between visual
media and the rise of disorders has
been dismissed. now, so-called

‘body politics’ hias been A cultuaml and psy-
chol debate, pwned by ferminists and
eating-disorder . They dismissed
blaming the visuial media as too simplistic.

However, new research shows there s a
much :ﬁtmnﬁ;‘ link between visual medin
and ea rders. ‘ated exposure to
ﬁ‘.ﬂvl:!ltl:tal mt d B

Crenses our p;rnpt o develop eat-
Ing disorders, Bven maore Lg mE
fact that while these neurclogical ehanges
TRl Wk 1 Bl pariiifiing & pabse et e

; weelk, I am pu i paper on
tople in the Biologist — the Jnﬁlrnm of the
Soclety of Blology. What triggered %
research was he bath the teenage gir
I lrcture and the ratio Intelligent women
I know, talk about thelr body hang-ups. As
a father, T also have concerns about the
role models offered up to children.

T've enllated giohal research and travelled
to remote cultures, including North Korea,
Bhutan, West Papua, Burma and Burkina
Faso, to observe the Influence of electronie
media, speaking to doctors, nurses,
teachers, parents and children,

It all leads to the same concluzion: the
préevalence of thin women on television is a
public-health tssue requiring urgent action.

Many studies have already conflrmed the
psychological effect such 8 have on
womén, But now we can see the biological
effects. Scientists have identified sudden,
unexpected e 4 In the brain fnetion
of healthy, body-confldent women when

they view certoin femuile res,
In a recent study at Brigham Youn u&
University in Utah. healthy women 100

at images of models In skimpy bikinds

DME of the models were over-
i, some Lthin, On viewin
I:IIHE'E the women wire
l:u im & that someone else was
saying the model looked Uke her
When t.h Were prmcnted with the over-
mi-ic?h Lhﬂ brain area called the
fal cortex (the front part of
Iin.‘l::ed with strong emotions such
Hﬂpmm showed Inereqased activa-
tinnlipm of the wuulj;.:?. A
Imagining s Bhey might Over-
weight seemed tn lead women
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slars* are
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our health

guestion | School now bellevethat external stimull may | and talent-show judges who are deeply
their sense of self. When the test was carried | activate major psychistrie disorders by chang- | unrepresentative of most British women
ot on it had nosuch effeet. ing how our genes function. Childhood dis- | — that are dangerous to girls.

On the r side of the world, Hiroshima | tress does precisaly this and it is concetvable Surely this is discrimination? The BBC,
University found that when you show a | that early or ptﬂlm#ed body dissatisfaction | for Instance, is ‘committed Lo reflecting
woman her body on a sereen and the also disturb DINA, triggering eating dis- | the diversily of the UK audience’ in terms
width, brain areas Involved in umnunmu in suse e of race and dgendrr Why lsn't female
reactions such as fear and anxic But how this affect women | sigue considered an aspect of “di t;'jl'?
‘significantly activated’, Eh'mpdn and not men? It may be that it aren’t size 103 — t.hu nverage dress
words such as ‘obesity’ or "heavy 1 is evolutlonury — a way of | gize of British females — allowed to read
elicit similar neurological reactions \ Wik women ‘keeping up with | the news or be a CBeebles presenter?

— k again, only in women. . the Boneses Fortunately, more and more scientists
evidence of Whe lmpact Anabundance of Sy | and prominent medical bodies are begin-

of visual media comes from
Harvard Medical S8chool. In a
landmark study, scieniists via-

chance

wWomen on screen makes
viewers question their
own attractiveness or

ning to view the medin as playing a major
role in eating disorders. The Royal Caollege
of Psychintrists recently lasued agtatement

ited Fifi to evaliate the effect of LLULLITE TR CRATEVE S ST value'. Nof to be :

the introduction o television on CLE ST ATLT len womer coni- B e D
in adolescent girls. In L ¢ v nﬁ: & Modern fife | Should carry a kite mar

until recently, the ideal female time, 40 per cent acked un ancieny | 59 it appears that while men eqt food,

form was full-figured and dieting will recover m.m'l mechanism, women have a relationahilp with food, This

WIS [are.
InIﬂEﬁ, television arrived Eﬂﬂ \lril:-hiﬂ.

I"EEIBHJ.E
mﬁm rose frum lﬂ'r

2 mmﬂleunianwngmn

EIUPB twnm w ek and tl mt#uul.’
T

mm from 2ero to 11.3

Hulenuln: blologists mt iﬁnrard Medical

relationship has prown Increasingly

completely A decade ago, the British | . .a,n0tional Forty vears after the debut
Medical Associntion’s Board of it
Bctence and Fducation demanded body politics, blology s explaining more
'a more responsible editorial attitude precisely why (at {2 indeed a feminine (ssue.
towards the depletion of extremely thin | And IFs one that requires urgent action.
women a8 rolé models’. Yét matters have | B DR ARIE‘SIGH&H i.l a Fellow of the
slnr:ewc?r?ui to e .!q'mi:ietp of Biol tu per A Source OfF
While ARy ¢ extreme catwalk | Thinspiration? en cal Landscape

models, it's Evel?dq;‘“ on television | O Media, Body Image Aﬂ Dieting is
— those of children hosts, newsreaders | published in the Biologisl.
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